into battle
out and home; and if we are denied Berehaven and Queenstown,
and have to work from Pembroke Dock, we should strike 400 miles
from their effective radius out and home, These ports are, in
fact, the sentinel towers of the western approaches, by which the
45,000,000 people in this Island so enormously depend on foreign
food for their daily bread, and by which they can carry on their
trade, which is equally important to their existence.
In 1922 the Irish delegates made no difficulty about this. They
saw that it was vital to our safety that we should be able to use
these ports and, therefore, the matter passed into the structure of
the Treaty without any serious controversy. Now we are to give
them up, unconditionally, to an Irish Government led by men—
I do not want to use hard words—whose rise to power lias been
proportionate to the animosity with which they have acted against
this country, no doubt in pursuance of their own patriotic impulses,
and whose present position in power is based upon the violation
of solemn Treaty engagements. I read in The Times that:
"The Agreement on defence . . , releases the Government
of the United Kingdom from the articles of the Anglo-Irish
Treaty of 1921 by which they assumed the onerous and delicate
task of defending the fortified harbours of Cork, Berehaven and
Lough Swilly in the event of war."
That is the way it is put—we are released from these burdens,
I dare say you could make arrangements with many countries to
release us from a great many burdens of a similar kind, I am not
going to trespass on controversial grounds by reciting some of the
countries who would be willing to release you from some of your
difficult and delicate obligations of defending ports of the British
Empire in time of war. We are to sacrifice ,£4,000,000 revenue
because this tiresome business of defence is taken out of our hands
and we are released from the necessity of defending these ports. It is
quite true that the Prime Minister has read out the clauses which
are to be repealed ia the Irish Free State Act. It is quite true
that we spoke in those clauses of the coastal defence of Ireland*
That was polite. It was felt by both sides that it was better to
put it that way. But these are not ports which are part of the
coastal defences of Ireland; they are the life defences of the
crowded population of England. Incidentally, the possession of
these ports by a superior British Navy enables us to give protection
to^ Ireland against invasion from overseas, protection to their
shipping and trade, and general protection except from the air,
But the primary purpose of holding these ports is the defence-
of Britain.

